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Harvest is here! 1 OF THE Vines are out of dormancy and in May,
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Wet Harvest

This fruit will
be used in
processing and
will become
sauce, juice,
Craisins, etc.

Dry Harvest

This fruit is used
for fresh fruit

- the packages
of fruit that

are sold in the
marketplace
during the
holiday season.
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1-2 days before the bog is to be
harvested, the grower will flood
the field with enough water to
cover the vines.

The grower will drive the picking
machine over the vines, gently
brushing the berries from the
vine, allowing the fruit to float to
the top of the water.

The light-weight picking
machine has wheels on the
front with spindles that brush
carefully along the vines.

The vines are grown in a certain
direction and the picking machine
must be driven in that same

The picking
machine is
sometimes called
an egg beater.

No water is used in this
process and no water (rain,
morning dew) can be on the
bog at the time of picking.
The water would begin to break
down the waxy coating of

the fruit and will shorten

the shelf life of it. (That is why
the fruit that is harvested in
water is used for processing
- it's going to be used to
create another item).

The fresh fruit must be of
premium quality so that
consumers can use the fruit
in baking and cooking.

direction so they do not rip up the
vine as it is going over them.

Once the grower has picked
all the berries off of the field,
they will add another layer of
water so that the berries can
float freely above the weeds
and vines.

The growers will then go around
the entire bog perimeter with

a boom (a flexible, neoprene
fabric that floats on the surface
of the water) to capture all the
loose berries.

They are loaded onto the truck
via a suction hose, located
under the surface of the water.
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A large machine that
resembles a lawn mower will
be pushed over the vines.
The machine has metal teeth/
combs in the front of it and
as it is pushed, it will comb
through the vines, releasing
the berries, pulling them up a
conveyor type system on the
front of the machine where
they will then be dropped into
a burlap bag that is hung on
the back of the machine.

Once the burlap bag is full,
the grower will pull the bag
off of the machine and empty
the bag into a large wooden

This hose is gentle and does
not damage the berries. The
fruit comes up to the top of the
truck via the hose and is then
washed before it is emptied
into the back of the truck. The
truck is filled and driven to the
receiving station.

The growers will then move the
water using pumps or gravity
flow to the next bog section to
begin harvest there. They will
move the water from bog to
bog and will eventually move

it back to the water source
(reservoir, lake or pond) or to
another farm nearby so the
next grower can harvest.

Four air pockets
inside the berries
make them float.

crate that is waiting alongside
the bog.

Once the wooden crate is full,
a helicopter will come and lift
the crate from the sideline and
place it on the bed of a tractor
trailer that is waiting nearby,
on property.

Once the truck is fully loaded
with crates, the fruit will

be taken to our fresh fruit
receiving facility. Here the fruit
will be cleaned, bagged and
shipped to the stores.
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Flags are used in the fall

to mark vines and ditches.
These flags help to guide the
harvester and to help them
avoid certain areas while
driving the picking machine
through the shallow water.

The growers engineer,
manufacture,

and maintain their
machinery throughout
the year.




